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                                     T/Th 10:50

Present Context. With the election of Barak Obama as U.S. President, the notion of Gen X as bad boys or Kurt Cobain-ish ne’er do wells must now be officially retired.  So too must be the notion that young people don’t vote or participate in political life.  Both Obama and Republican Vice Presidential hopeful Sarah Palin were heralded as Generation X public figures – though the “Palin effect” did not finally bring in either the youth or the female vote. Though this course is not principally about the recent election, its historic nature requires us to begin there. How did the US come to elect a biracial man whose race politics are often characterized as post-racial?  What generational values does Obama’s cool, somewhat detached public style convey to young voters in particular? How will the demographic “youth” play in debates about resource allocation, national direction, class, gender and race relations, and the fight against terrorism? 


1980s & the Afterlife of Reagan. If our course begins by reading post-election news reports, blogs, and You Tube, we move quickly to establishing the broad cultural contexts which have produced this moment of generational change. Our course materials here draw from sociology, critical theory, literature and film. We consider the history and sociology of the family, theories of popular culture and new electronic media, and feminist work on girls, race, and the body.  Our departure point is the 1980s and Reagan-era youth culture.  We discuss a series of classic Gen X writers like Bret Easton Ellis, Douglas Coupland, and Tama Janowitz.  The afterlife of the 1980s is registered on trendsetting films into the 1990s (Slacker, Fight Club, Beat Street, Smoke Signals) and on experimental literature like graphic novels (Erika Lopez) and memoir (Obama’s Dreams from my Father).  Recent political theory (Naomi Klein, Naomi Wolf) offers another angle on the afterlife of Reagan. 


Speakers.  Our course will host several outside speakers.  Carly Kocurek will talk about girl/women video gamers and gaming industry advertising campaigns.  Liz Funk will speak to us about her forthcoming book Supergirls (lizfunk.com).  Amy Richards and Jennifer Baumgartner will talk about young women’s relationship to women’s liberation activism. 


Assignments. Two papers (one may be an oral presentation) + final project. 
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