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WGST 101: Fall 2008

Introduction to the Study of Women and Gender

Why are so many young women and men in the U.S. disaffected from feminism even though they believe strongly in women’s equality?  What social transformations, in the years since the U.S. Women’s Movement of 1960s/70s, have occasioned such a paradox?  This course takes up the above questions as it introduces students to a range of interdisciplinary approaches to the study of women, gender, and sexuality.  We consider feminist perspectives on youth, science, public health, art, media, economics, the nation state, and culture. The course also introduces the concept of engaged research and the public service components of feminist activity.  


Our course objective is to enable students to be informed participants in public debates about contemporary gender issues. To do so, we foster new critical vocabularies and historical perspectives about feminism and its histories.  We begin with a review of the major women’s liberation movements in the U.S. and globally, emphasizing the social hopes envisioned by the term “liberation.”  We turn then to more recent debates in the West about gender relations which typically pivot around terms like “choice” and “freedom.” How do all of these terms differ as political ideals and what light do those differences shed on divides between younger and older generations?  The middle part of our course pursues the social construction of gender. Here we take on topics in which Women’s Studies scholarship has revolutionized the production of knowledge across the traditional disciplines. We ask questions like: “how many sexes are there?” which forces conversations between the sciences, social sciences and humanities about the medical construction of gender and the science of sex across cultures.  We also work with the rich archive of materials on “representation” more conventionally understood, meaning the realms of literature, visual culture, and global media. The latter part of the class explores the concept of “engaged research.” As a way to focus our discussion about the public impact/policy dimension of feminist thought, we consider relationships between gender, health, and human well-being. This broad area of inquiry – covering topics like girls’ sports, women and micro-loans, relations between class, ethnicity, and disease – will offer us opportunities for invited speakers and potential final projects.
note movie screenings req’d
Required Texts: 

Grewal and Kaplan, An Introduction to Women’s Studies: Gender in a Transnational World (2002)

Leslie Heywood, Pretty Good for a Girl: An Athlete’s Story (1998)

Required Reserve Readings: (denoted on syllabus by **)

Indicates reading is on reserve in Fondren Library. Once you are in Fondren Webcat, click on Reserve Desk icon. Enter WGST 101 or Comer. Within each electronic reserve reading, click on the HIGHLIGHTED HTTP ADDRESS to open the Acrobat program. You will need to enter the following username and password.  

Username: wgst101

Password: cun8jaw

Assignments: 3 essays + Take Home Exams +

1st essay: Due in class 9/14 (Tuesday). 3-4 page Response Paper.  A “response paper” is one in which you explore whatever aspects of readings, class lectures or discussions are of interest, confusion, aggravation, pain, or inspiration to you. We want to get to know you here, so feel free to speak in the first person. Choosing to speak in the first person, however, does not mean writing personal journal entries. It’s fine to be personal, but we are looking for work that processes the personal in terms of the larger issues we address. Dialogue directly with class readings, discussions, or lectures.  As is always the case for SWG assignments, your thoughts should be organized around a thesis, and should proceed with a beginning, middle and an end.  

20% of grade. This essay may be revised.
2nd essay.  Due in class 10/19 (Tuesday). 5-7 pages.  We will provide a handout for this assignment on 10/7. This assignment will be a synthesis essay, in which we ask you to connect some features of Part I with Part II.   More information to follow. 30% of grade.

3rd essay.  Due last day of class, in class.  7 pages. This paper covers materials of the last part of the class (after 10/14).  Paper will be an analytic discussion of one of the final sections of the course, either a discussion of feminism and the nation state, economics and globalization, or gender and militarization.  A handout with more specific direction will be provided on 11/11; additionally class time will be devoted to discussing your progress on this final paper. 35% of grade.

Course Policies (look at Disabilities etc disclosures sent by Helena) 

1. Any student with a disability requiring accommodation in this course is encouraged to contact us after class or during office hours, and should contact Disability Support Services in the Ley Student Center. 


2. Participation and attendance. 15% of grade. It is always best to come to class, prepared or not, sleepy or not, late or not. Even when you haven’t read, even when you are distracted by other things, you will learn things in class that you are less likely to learn by yourself. Coming to class keeps you connected to other people, connected to us, and you will perform better especially in parts of the semester where people are overwhelmed with work and feel isolated.  If we don’t hear from you or don’t see you for long periods in the semester, do not expect to pass this class.


3.  Profile of an “A” Student: An “A” student attends class, is prepared, contributes to discussion, does not distract anyone during class by whispering or making private jokes (I consider both of these behaviors a request for attention and I like to stop the class until people can pay attention fully), and someone who does well on papers.  An “A” student is not someone who does well on papers even though they don’t come to class or contribute thoughts to discussion.  The classroom is a community space, and doing well on papers is not the only or final measure of exemplary accomplishment. Students have both a chance and a responsibility to share thoughts, share the confusions of the learning process, and to listen as openmindedly as they are able. 


Other Notes: – Written assignments should remain within page limits, since discipline is a big part of writing competence. Due dates are firm, unless you clear it with us first. Late penalties will apply to late work, at our discretion, usually a half letter grade for each date late (weekends count 2 days). Do not email papers, since our time is better spent reading, not printing, your work


Syllabus


New Vocabularies in Context: 1968, 1989, 9/11

August 26 T

What is the Study of Women, Gender, and Sexuality?



August 28 Th

Critical Vocabularies for a New World Order 




Read first sections of Anthony Giddens, Runaway World



(including Prefaces, Introduction, Globalisation, Risk)

September 2 T
The Gender of Globalization




Finish Runaway World (Tradition, Family, Democracy)

Short Take Home Exam: Concepts/Vocabulary (due Sept 4)

September 4 Th
Girl Power and Neoliberalism




Read from Anita Harris, Future Girl **




Introduction + Chapter One

September 9 T
1968 v. 2008: Case Studies in the Definition of “Freedom”




David Harvey, “Freedom’s Just Another Word. . . ” from Neoliberalism ** 




WS, “Literacy” (305-7); “World Media” (307-313).

Short Take Home Exam: Concepts/Vocabulary (due Sept 11)

September 11 Th
Various Liberation Projects of 1968




Frantz Fanon, “National Culture” (1961) **




Florence Howe, “Mississippi’s Freedom Schools” (1964) **




Black Student Unions, “Ten-Point Program” (1969) **

Robin Morgan, “The Proper Study of Womankind: On Women’s Studies,” (1973) **




Jack Sawyer, “On Male Liberation” (1974) **




WS “New Social Movements,” (195-7); “Intersectionality” (200-206).

September 16
T 
Distinguishing Third Wave Feminisms from Postfeminism

Read Barbara Findlen, Listen Up: Voices from the Next Feminist Generation (1995)    Introduction + Your Life as a Girl (Section One)

September 18 Th
Continue Findlen, Listen Up   (Selected readings, to be announced)

due: Short Response Paper (“Reflections on New Concepts/Vocabulary”) 3-5 pages

September 22 M
FILM SCREENING  Gender & Sports: Fathers/Sons

Film Screening: Kicking and Screaming (Will Ferrell, Robert Duvall, Universal Pictures, 2005).

September 23 T
Noticing Male-ness as Gender 

Discuss Film 

Read Michael Kimmel, “Introduction: Toward a History of Manhood in America” ** 

September 25 Th
Sports as Liberation Strategy




Begin Reading Heywood, Pretty Good for a Girl: An Athlete’s Story
Handout re: First Essay

September 30 T
Sexism & the Limits of “Choice”




Finish reading Heywood Pretty Good for a Girl
October 2 Th

Chica Lit: Post-racial Landscapes?




Guest Lecture: Dr. José Aranda, “No Desperate Housewives Here”

First Essay due 
7 pages




Science, Art and Media Across Cultures
October 7 T

Science of Sex Across Cultures (Aurelie)




WS 1-32

October 9 Th

The Social Construction of Gender




Judith Lorber, “Night to His Day” **

October 14 T

Fall midterm recess
October 16 Th
How many sexes are there? 




Kessler, “Medical Construction of Gender”**




October 21 T

Science into Popular Discourse 




WS 52-74

October 23 Th   
Representations of Women in Art and Popular Culture 

WS 265-68, + selections by Berger (269-273); Williamson (314-316); Graham-Brown (324-328), Roland Barchand (356-359).

October 28 T
 
Consumer Culture

Readings from WS  329-344, 345-348 (Rosalind Coward), and 348-355 (Nancy Worcester)

October 30 Th
Globalization, Beauty, Femininity




In class screening, Barbie Nation (53 minutes)



Politics of Reproduction Women, Healthcare and Medicine

 WS 75-98 




WS 105-128 Our Bodies Ourselves


November 4 T
Our Bodies, Ourselves

Second paper due 5-7 pages.  

November 6





November 11 T



November 13 Th  


Handout Final Paper Topics

November 18 T



November 20
Th


November 25 T 



November 27 Th

Thanksgiving Recess 

December 2 T 


December 4 Th 









Final Paper Due





