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WGST 101

Introduction to the Study of Women and Gender

An introductory survey of issues in the study of women, including women’s social, political, and legal status in the United States and around the world; feminist perspectives on sexuality, gender, family, and reproduction; and the implication of these perspectives for social and critical theory.   

Required Texts: 

Grewal and Kaplan, An Introduction to Women’s Studies: Gender in a Transnational World (2002)

Leslie Heywood, Pretty Good for a Girl: An Athlete’s Story (1998)

Required Reserve Readings: (denoted on syllabus by **)

Indicates reading is on reserve in Fondren Library. Once you are in Fondren Webcat, click on Reserve Desk icon. Enter WGST 101 or Comer. Within each electronic reserve reading, click on the HIGHLIGHTED HTTP ADDRESS to open the Acrobat program. You will need to enter the following username and password.  

Username: wgst101

Password: cun8jaw

Assignments: 3 essays
1st essay: Due in class 9/14 (Tuesday). 3-4 page Response Paper.  A “response paper” is one in which you explore whatever aspects of readings, class lectures or discussions are of interest, confusion, aggravation, pain, or inspiration to you. We want to get to know you here, so feel free to speak in the first person. Choosing to speak in the first person, however, does not mean writing personal journal entries. It’s fine to be personal, but we are looking for work that processes the personal in terms of the larger issues we address. Dialogue directly with class readings, discussions, or lectures.  As is always the case for SWG assignments, your thoughts should be organized around a thesis, and should proceed with a beginning, middle and an end.  

20% of grade. This essay may be revised.
2nd essay.  Due in class 10/19 (Tuesday). 5-7 pages.  We will provide a handout for this assignment on 10/7. This assignment will be a synthesis essay, in which we ask you to connect some features of Part I with Part II.   More information to follow. 30% of grade.

3rd essay.  Due last day of class, in class.  7 pages. This paper covers materials of the last part of the class (after 10/14).  Paper will be an analytic discussion of one of the final sections of the course, either a discussion of feminism and the nation state, economics and globalization, or gender and militarization.  A handout with more specific direction will be provided on 11/11; additionally class time will be devoted to discussing your progress on this final paper. 35% of grade.

Course Policies 

1. Any student with a disability requiring accommodation in this course is encouraged to contact us after class or during office hours, and should contact Disability Support Services in the Ley Student Center. 


2. Participation and attendance. 15% of grade. It is always best to come to class, prepared or not, sleepy or not, late or not. Even when you haven’t read, even when you are distracted by other things, you will learn things in class that you are less likely to learn by yourself. Coming to class keeps you connected to other people, connected to us, and you will perform better especially in parts of the semester where people are overwhelmed with work and feel isolated.  If we don’t hear from you or don’t see you for long periods in the semester, do not expect to pass this class.


3.  Profile of an “A” Student: An “A” student attends class, is prepared, contributes to discussion, does not distract anyone during class by whispering or making private jokes (I consider both of these behaviors a request for attention and I like to stop the class until people can pay attention fully), and someone who does well on papers.  An “A” student is not someone who does well on papers even though they don’t come to class or contribute thoughts to discussion.  The classroom is a community space, and doing well on papers is not the only or final measure of exemplary accomplishment. Students have both a chance and a responsibility to share thoughts, share the confusions of the learning process, and to listen as openmindedly as they are able. 


Other Notes: – Written assignments should remain within page limits, since discipline is a big part of writing competence. Due dates are firm, unless you clear it with us first. Late penalties will apply to late work, at our discretion, usually a half letter grade for each date late (weekends count 2 days). Do not email papers, since our time is better spent reading, not printing, your work


Syllabus

I.  Representing Gender: Science, Art and Media Across Cultures




August 24 T

Opening Remarks/Introductions



August 26 Th

Social Construction of Gender 




Lorber, “Night to His Day”   (handout)




“Introduction” to Listen Up: Voices from the Next Feminist Generation (handout)

August 31 T

Science of Sex Across Cultures  



 
WS 1-32
September 2 Th
How many sexes are there? 




Kessler, “Medical Construction of Gender” **

September 7 T
Representations: Cultures, Media, and Markets

WS  271-275, 278-81

“Viewers Make Meaning” from Practices of Looking: an Introduction to Visual Culture ** (pp 45-71).

September 9 Th
Consumer Culture




WS 347-363

September 14
T 
In class screening, Barbie Nation (53 minutes)

due: 1st  Response Paper 3-4 pages

September 16 Th
Discussion of film 




WS 365-392

Amy Richards, “Body Images: Third Wave Feminism’s Issue?” Body Outlaw (handout)

September 21 T
Power, Colonialism and Cultural Production




WS 322-345 


II. Science, Reproductive Politics and Women’s Bodies
September 23 Th
Science into Popular Discourse




WS 53-77 

September 28 T
Women, Healthcare and Medicine




WS 79-104

September 30 Th
Politics of Reproduction




WS 105-128

October 5 T

Body Politics & Female Athleticism




Begin Leslie Heywood, Pretty Good for a Girl (1998)




October 7 Th

Conclude Heywood

Handout for Second Paper Distributed.


III. Feminism and the Nation-State: Citizenship and New Social Movements
October 12 T

midterm recess
October 14 Th
The Individual and the Modern Nation-State 




WS 159-164; 173-178

October 19 T

The Woman Movement in the 19th Century




Handouts

Second paper due 5-7 pages.  

October 21   

Gender in Modern Nation-State




WS  179-200

October 26 
 
New Social Movements




WS  201-223  

October 28

Third Wave Feminism 




“Foreward” by Gloria Steinem AND

“Introduction” by Rebecca Walker, from To Be Real: Telling the Truth about the Changing Face of Feminism **   (these are together on reserve)

IV. Economics and Globalization
November 2

Travel and Tourism




WS  409-437

November 4  

Hierarchies of Race & Gender in the Workforce



In class screening of “The Life and Times of Rosie the Riveter.”   

November 9

Conclude discussion of film + WS 477-500

November 11  
Women and Economic Globalization




WS 501-518  


Handout Final Paper Topics

November 16

Begin Screening G.I. Jane

Also, read Enloe “The Politics of Constructing the American Woman Soldier” **

November 18

Finish Screening G.I. Jane 

November 23 

Discussion of film & Enloe

November 25 

Thanksgiving Holiday

November 30 

Overview and Report on Final Papers

December 1  

Evaluations, Questions for the Future




Final Paper Due





